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Common Housing Myths 

Myth: "My landlord has a no-pets policy, so I can never have an assistance animal." 

Fact: Assistance animals may be permitted as a reasonable accommodation for a person with a 

disability, even when pets are otherwise prohibited. 

Myth: "Only dogs can be assistance animals." 

Fact: Fair housing laws may recognize other types of assistance animals when they are needed 

because of a disability. 

Myth: "A landlord can always charge pet fees for an assistance animal." 

Fact: Approved assistance animals are generally not subject to pet fees or pet deposits. 

Tips for Renters With Pets 

• Read your lease and communicate with the landlord before bringing home a pet.  

• Keep vaccination and veterinary records up to date.  

• Clean up after your pet and address nuisance behaviors promptly.  

• Consider renter's insurance if appropriate.  

• Communicate with your landlord early if issues arise. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Examples: 

Can my landlord limit the size or breed of my pet? 

For pets, often yes, depending on state and local laws and housing policies. 

Can a landlord deny an assistance animal because of breed restrictions? 

In some situations, assistance animals may be treated differently than pets, but housing providers 

may still address legitimate safety concerns. 

What documentation may be requested for an assistance animal? 

This depends on the circumstances. Housing providers may request reliable information 

supporting the disability-related need when it is not readily apparent. 

Can I be evicted because of my pet? 

Lease violations, property damage, or safety concerns can sometimes lead to housing issues. 

Understanding and following your lease is important. 
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Know Your Rights, Know Your Responsibilities 

Residents have rights: 

• Equal housing opportunity  

• Freedom from unlawful discrimination  

• Reasonable accommodations for disabilities  

Residents have responsibilities: 

• Follow lease terms and communicate with your landlord 

• Maintain sanitary conditions and prevent property damage  

• Ensure animals do not create health or safety hazards 

• Keep your animal updated on health and training requirements 
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